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THE  GOD  PLANNED  LIFE 

CHAPTER  I 

Who  would  think  of  building  without  a  jplan  ?  Who 
would  start  to  travel  without  having  maFped:o.it-4;li$ 
course?  Though  the  building  were  ever  so  small  there 
must  be  a  blue  print,  if  not  on  paper,  at  least  in 
the  mind.  The  larger  the  building  the  more  careful 
the  planning.  Now  we  must  have  an  expert  lest  there 
be  a  blunder.  The  most  skillful  architect  must  be 
employed  regardless  of  cost.  A  failure  in  this  big 
undertaking  would  spell  disaster,  perhaps  to  many, 
so  there  must  be  great  care. 

Planning  A  Life 

If  care  is  to  be  exercised  in  planning  a  building  how 
much  more  in  planning  a  life.  The  possibilities  of  life 
are  boundless  either  for  weal  or  woe,  to  ourselves  and 
to  others,  in  time  and  eternity. 

Should  our  lives  be  planned?  Or  should  they  be 
lived  haphazard  hit  and  miss?  Yes,  yes  they  should 
be  planned  and  planned  well. 

My  "day  dreams"  of  youth  were  largely  life  plan- 
ning; but  how  little  place  wisdom  had  in  them.  De- 
sire was  the  word  to  be  spelled  with  capitals  in  all 
my  day  dreaming. 

Men  have  pursued  desire  and  obtained  a  heritage 
of  blasted  hopes.  How  full  the  world  is  of  "square 
pegs  in  round  holes."  Even  in  the  ministry  so  many 
prove  to  be  misfits,  and  must  turn  to  something  else 
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or  be  continual  failures  to  the  end  of  the  chapter. 

All  are  not  fitted  for  the  same  thing.  How  terrible 
if  all  should  choose  the  same  vocation. 

Many,  manyjtives  seem  to  be  lived  without  a  plan. 
Yet  I  .question  whether  any  sane  man  has  begun  life 
without  a  plan.  The  plan  may  have  been  hazy  but 
it  was  there;  '  T>ie  plan  may  have  been  the  height 
of  folly,  but  still  it  was  made.  No,  it  is  not  lack  of 
planning  that  brings  disaster,  but  poor  planning. 
When  the  poor  plan  fails  then  the  tragedy  has  come, 
and  the  later  in  life  it  comes,  the  greater  the  disaster. 

Is  there  no  way  to  remedy  this  wide  spread  evil? 
Surely  there  is,  but  only  by  facing  out  the  fact  that 
"except  the  Lord  build  the  house  they  labour  in  vain 
that  build  it." 

Many  lives  seem  to  succeed  that  are  manifestly  not 
God  planned,  for  the  people  themselves  are  unsaved. 
However,  eternity  will  reveal,  if  time  does  not,  that 
these  were  built  only  on  the  sand,  and  they  must  fall — 
and  the  greater  the  structure  the  greater  the  fall. 

The  Psalmist  was  greatly  troubled  by  the  "pros- 
perity of  the  wicked."  Some  of  them  had  "more 
than  heart  could  wish."  They  even  died  without  fear, 
and  the  Psalmist's  "feet  had  almost  slipped"  as  he 
compared  his  own  life  of  struggle  against  evil  with 
theirs.  He  went  up  to  the  house  of  the  Lord  and  en- 
quired of  God  concerning  them.  Then  he  understood, 
for  he  could  now  see  that  when  grace  ended  disaster 
would  have  come,  and  there  would  then  be  no  pos- 
sibility of  remedy. 

Of  course  these  are  the  lives  of  the  unsaved  and 
everything  in  our  power  should  be  done  to  bring  them 
to  Christ  that  they  might  build  upon  the  "rock." 
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Hay,  Wood,  Stubble 

But  there  are  very  many  lives  of  Christians  which 
are  not  God-planned  lives.  They  are  truly  on  the 
"rock"  and  in  some  cases  building  structures  of  im- 
mense size.  But  in  the  coming  day  when  the  fire 
test  is  applied  they  will  all  be  "burned  up"  and  they 
will  suffer  terrible  loss,  although  they  will  be  saved 
"yet  as  by  fire." 

Many  of  these  are  so  enamored  by  the  size  and 
seeming  beauty  of  their  stubble  structures  that  they 
are  not  seriously  looking  for  any  thing  better. 

Some  have  fortunately  seen  their  houses  of  hay  put 
to  the  test,  here  in  this  life  time,  and  have  seen  them 
go  up  in  smoke.  At  first  the  shock  was  awful  to  be- 
hold, but  after  a  time  they  were  grateful  for  the 
awakening.  Now  they  must  begin  to  build  anew  when 
much  of  the  day  time  has  been  spent  in  vain.  But 
far  better  the  awakening  now  than  when  it  is  too  late. 

How  happy  the  man  who  realizes  at  the  very  thresh- 
hold  of  his  career  that  he  MUST  have  God  in  the  en- 
terprise. Not  God  simply  as  an  on-looker,  nor  as  a 
silent  partner,  nor  yet  as  a  consulting  attorney,  but 
God  as  Managing  Director  of  the  whole  affair. 

How  wonderful  to  have  God  plan  the  life!  How 
marvelous  to  form  a  co-partnership  with  Jehovah! 
Could  such  a  life  be  a  failure  ?  Would  a  life  like  this 
be  self -centered  ? 

But  if  God  is  to  plan  the  life  and  I  am  to  live  it 
then  I  must  at  least  be  able  to  reach  Him  by  telephone. 
Even  that  would  not  suffice.  I  must  have  conferences 
with  Him  and  some  of  these  in  secret. 

Is  this  blessed  result  attainable  here  and  now?  It 
is,  and  for  every  believer  who  will  pay  the  price. 


CHAPTER  II 
INDWELT  BY  GOD 

"Know  ye  not  that  YE  are  the  temple  of  God,  and 
that  the  Spirit  of  God  dwelleth  in  you?"  Of  every 
believer  it  may  be  said  that  he  is  indwelt  by  God. 
Not  only  that  he  has  the  new  life  of  God,  but  he  has 
the  Spirit  of  God — the  Holy  Spirit.  This  is  not  his  own 
spirit  given  him  by  God  at  his  birth;  but  the  Holy 
Spirit,  the  third  person  of  the  omnipotent  Trinity  given 
at  his  re-birth.  This  applies  only  to  believers,  for  Jesus 
said  of  the  coming  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  "Whom  the 
world  cannot  receive  because  it  seeth  Him  not,  neither 
knoweth  Him." 

Jesus  had  said  to  His  disciples,  "He  dwelleth  with 
you  but  shall  be  IN  you."  So  when  Pentecost  had 
come  the  Holy  Spirit  came  to  abide  and  to  indwell 
every  believer.  And  why  did  He  come?  He  came  to 
comfort  the  believer  by  the  witness  of  His  presence. 
He  came  to  fill  the  believer  with  living  water  that  it 
might  flow  out  and  bless  the  multitudes.  He  came 
to  give  power  that  the  weak  might  become  strong 
and  the  faint  might  be  filled  with  courage  and  bold- 
ness— all  this  that  the  child  of  God  might  be  able  to 
overcome  sin  and  that  he  might  triumph  in  service. 
He  came  to  guide  us  into  all  truth.  He  came  to  direct 
the  work  of  God  in  the  evangelization  of  men.  He 
came  to  call  us  into  service  and  to  direct  us  in  the 
message  and  the  problems  of  that  service. 
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Who  Is  the  Holy  Spirit? 

The  Holy  Spirit  is  God  for  God  is  in  three  persons, 
Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit.  There  is  but  one  God 
but  this  God  is  omnipotent  and  able  to  separate  Him- 
self into  three  persons,  each  omnipotent  like  Himself. 
This  He  has  done  for  our  sake  that  we  might  be 
redeemed.  The  first  of  these,  the  Father,  remained 
on  the  throne  of  the  universe  while  the  Son  became 
incarnate  in  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  Here  He  lived  and 
loved  and  served  and  finally  died  as  the  God-man  and 
as  the  God-sent  substitute  for  sinners.  But  God 
raised  Him  from  the  dead  and  shewed  Him  openly, 
after  which  He  ascended  on  high  in  His  glorified  hu- 
man body.  There  He  has  ascended  the  throne  with 
the  Father,  to  intercede  for  those  who  believe  on  Him, 
and  to  Him  has  been  given  "all  authority,  both  in 
heaven  and  on  earth." 

The  Holy  Spirit  had  been  on  the  earth  in  olden 
times  to  anoint  the  prophets  and  patriarchs  with 
power  to  work  miracles  and  to  do  exploits.  It  was  in 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  that  Samson,  and 
Moses  and  Elijah  and  all  of  the  others  did  their 
mighty  work.  But  then  He  was  only  the  transitory 
One.  Now  He  has  come  to  abide.  Then  He  came  upon 
men,  now  He  indwells  men. 

He  was  with  Jesus,  filling  Him  and  anointing  Him, 
and  it  was  through  His  mighty  power  that  Jesus 
worked  His  miracles.  Jesus  had  omnipotent  power  of 
His  own,  but  He  wanted  to  teach  us  how  to  live  and 
work  in  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  so  He  set  us  an 
example.  (Acts  10:38.) 

When  Jesus  had  returned  to  the  Father,  He,  ac- 
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cording  to  His  promise,  sent  the  Holy  Spirit  down 
to  abide  and  to  indwell  all  of  the  believers. 

But  this  Holy  Spirit  is  not  an  influence.  He  is 
a  PERSON,  as  really  a  person  as  is  the  Father  or 
as  is  the  Son.  And  HE  IS  GOD,  as  really  God,  and  as 
really  omnipotent  as  is  the  Father  or  as  is  the  Son. 
And  He  indwells  us.  How  wonderful!  We  are  each 
indwelt  by  an  omnipotent  person!  And  He  has  come 
to  make  us  strong.  He  has  come  to  PLAN  OUR 
LIVES.  He  has  come  to  give  us  wisdom.  We  need 
not  be  weaklings  if  we  would  but  possess  our  posses- 
sions. 

How  Treat  the  Holy  Spirit? 

We  should  never  forget  that  the  Spirit  is  HOLY. 
He  cannot  approve  of  sin.  Since  our  sins  are  covered 
by  the  blood  He  can  dwell  in  us,  but  we  will  lose  His 
witness  and  all  of  His  peculiar  blessings  unless  we 
fight  sin  and  enthrone  Him.  He  "knoweth  our  frame" 
and  does  not  expect  sinlessness  in  us  but  He  does 
expect  us  to  set  our  faces  toward  the  light  and  "fight 
the  good  fight  of  faith."  If  we  fail  to  do  this  we  can- 
not grow  in  grace. 

Again  He  has  not  come  simply  to  be  a  guest  in  our 
hearts.  He  has  come  eager  to  be  given  the  throne 
room  of  the  soul  that  He  might  direct  the  enterprise. 
But  He  will  not  usurp  this  right.  He  is  sensitive  and 
recognizes  the  fact  of  freedom  of  will  and  waits,  oh! 
so  patiently  until  we  invite  him  to  ascend  the  throne. 
If  He  would  be  the  greatest  blessing,  no  nook  or 
cranny  of  the  heart  should  be  closed  to  His  presence 
and  control. 

Are  we  really  eager  to  welcome  such  a  companion? 
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Are  we  willing  that  He  should  say  how  the  heart 
should  be  filled  or  emptied  of  this  or  that?  Would  we 
want  God  to  plan  the  life  when  that  would  involve 
having  God,  the  Holy  Spirit,  actually  and  personally  in 
control  at  the  very  center  of  our  being?  This  is  the 
price  of  a  God-planned  life.  Is  such  a  life  sufficiently 
worth  while  that  we  are  willing  to  abdicate  the  throne 
of  our  hearts  to  obtain  it? 

If  we  really  love  God,  if  we  really  trust  God,  is 
not  this  arrangement  which  has  been  so  graciously 
placed  within  our  reach  exactly  in  keeping  with  our 
soul's  desire?  To  face  out  this  question  is  to  face 
out  another,  even  this,  do  I  really  love  God?  Do  I 
really  trust  God?  Is  He  good  enough,  is  He  kind 
enough,  is  He  great  enough  that  I  can  trust  my  all 
to  Him  to  the  extent  that  I  will  turn  over  to  Him 
the  planning  and  direction  of  all  of  my  affairs?  Shall 
He  choose  my  companions?  Do  I  want  Him  to  decide 
as  to  my  vocation?  Will  I  surrender  my  all  to  Him 
forever  ? 


CHAPTER  III 
REAL  CONSECRATION 

God  will  not  plan  a  life  when  He  knows  that  His 
plans  will  not  be  followed.  That  would  be  foolish  and 
God  is  wise — all  wise.  Neither  will  God  plan  a  life 
when  He  fore-knows — for  God  has  fore-knowledge— 
that  His  plan  will  only  be  followed  for  a  little  while 
and  then  deserted  altogether.  Even  when  He  knows 
that  His  plans  will  only  be  partially  followed  would  it 
not  be  a  question  whether  a  partially  followed  plan 
would  result  in  more  harm  than  good? 

While  God  desires  to  save  all  men  He  can  only  save 
those  who  come  to  Him.  In  like  manner  God  is  long- 
ing to  plan  the  lives  of  all  of  those  who  are  saved  but 
it  would  be  futile  for  Him  to  do  so  if  they  would  not 
follow  His  plan.  It  is  not  enough  for  us  to  yield  our 
lives  to  God  for  service  part  of  the  time — there  must 
be  life-long  surrender  to  His  will. 

God  becomes  our  real  Father  when  we  are  born 
again  and  He  has  a  true  father's  love  and  interest  in 
His  children.  He  wants  each  of  us  to  become  all  that 
it  is  possible  for  us  to  be  in  growth  and  usefulness  so 
that  He  can  delight  in  us,  and  most  of  all,  so  that  we 
can  be  useful  in  winning  the  unsaved  whom  He  also 
loves  deeply. 

The  Consecration  of  the  Priests 

Among  Christians  consecration  is  universally 
taught,  but  very  often  the  whole  conception  of  what 
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consecration  really  involves  is  entirely  too  superficial. 
Consecrate  means  to  dedicate  or  set  apart  for  God ;  but 
the  Biblical  idea  is  that  this  is  a  once-for-all  dedication, 
and  that  it  is  in  the  nature  of  a  gift  or  a  "living  sacri- 
fice". When  we  make  a  gift  to  God  ownership  of  that 
thing  passes  to  Him.  When  a  sacrifice  was  placed  on 
the  altar  it  no  longer  belonged  to  the  one  who  had  of- 
fered it.  Neither  did  he  have  any  further  control  of  it. 
In  the  same  way  when  we  consecrate  ourselves  to  God 
for  service  we  give  ourselves  with  all  that  we  have,  or 
ever  hope  to  have,  to  God,  to  be  His  to  own  and  control 
always. 

The  idea  of  consecration  is  first  found  in  the  Bible  in 
relation  to  the  consecration  of  the  priests,  so  here  is 
the  proper  place  to  study  the  subject.  No  man  was 
born  a  priest.  Although  he  was  of  the  immediate  fam- 
ily of  Aaron  and  eligible  for  the  priesthood  he  must 
choose  of  his  own  accord  and  offer  himself  in  conse- 
cration in  order  to  qualify  as  a  priest.  In  consecrating 
himself  it  was  expressly  understood  that  he  was  to 
become  a  priest  for  his  whole  life  time. 

Then,  only  a  few  could  offer  themselves  to  God  in 
consecration.  Now,  Paul  teaches  that  it  is  the  reason- 
able service  of  all.  Rom.  12:1-2.  Then,  only  a  few  of 
the  tribe  of  Levi  could  be  priests.  Now,  with  a  world 
to  evangelize,  all  believers  are  "a  royal  priesthood." 
I  Pet.  2:9.  But  just  as  those  who  were  eligible  then 
had  to  offer  themselves  in  full  consecration  so  now  we 
must  present  our  bodies  as  living  sacrifices  before  the 

ii'v  Spirit  can  fully  control  us. 

The  duty  of  the  priests  was  to  aid  the  people  to  get 
right  with  God  and  to  stay  right  with  God.  Our  task 
is  the  same  and  the  scope  is  world  wide.  The  priests 
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led  the  people  to  the  Altar  for  cleansing  from  sin. 
We  lead  sinners  to  Jesus,  to  which  the  altar  pointed, 
that  they  might  be  fully  justified  and  that  at  once.  The 
priests  washed  at  the  laver,  which  signified  that  they 
must  keep  themselves  cleansed  from  defilement  or  they 
would  be  unfit  to  minister  even  though  they  had  for- 
merly consecrated  themselves.  So  we  must  wash  in 
the  word  and  hide  it  away  in  our  hearts,  and  judge  sin 
faithfully  in  our  lives  or  we  will  become  "castaways". 

If  the  priest  kept  himself  washed  he  had  constant 
access  to  the  holy  place  within  which  were  those  things 
which  typify  power,  answered  prayer  and  guidance. 
None  but  those  who  were  consecrated  had  access  to 
these  special  blessings.  We  cannot  expect  these  special 
blessings  today  unless  we  are  fully  consecrated.  But 
the  priest  lost  access  to  these  special  blessings  unless 
he  kept  himself  clean.  We  also  will  lose  our  special 
blessings  unless  we  judge  sin  in  our  lives. 

The  priest  lived  a  God  planned  life.  But  with  the 
priest,  a  God  planned  life  involved  full  consecration 
and  continued  faithfulness  to  a  ministry  committed  to 
bringing  sinners  under  the  blood.  We  may  live  God 
planned  lives  but  the  cost  is  great.  The  blessings  to 
be  obtained  are  also  very  great.  Every  God  planned 
life  will  be  directed  by  God  into  those  lines  of  service 
which  will  result  in  the  salvation  of  sinners. 

Full  Time  Service 

It  is  Commonly  taught  that  those  offering  them- 
selves for  full  time  service  are  to  be  fully  consecrated 
but  that  this  does  not  apply  to  others.  But  Paul  "be- 
seeches" all  the  brethren  to  present  themselves  as 
living  sacrifices.  In  other  words,  with  a  world  to  win, 
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all  are  to  be  fully  consecrated  whether  they  go  or  stay ; 
whether  they  farm  or  preach;  their  all  should  be  on 
the  altar  for  all  time.  This  all  is  to  be  used,  given  or 
kept,  as  God  directs,  and  this  as  much  for  those  who 
farm  as  those  who  preach.  But,  really,  the  New  Testa- 
ment plan  makes  all  preachers — prophets— both  men 
and  women.  This  does  not  mean  that  they  are  to  be 
pastors  or  special  evangelists,  but  that  they  are  to 
lead  sinners  to  the  Savior,  every  one. 

Paul  does  not  command  full  consecration  nor  yet 
demand  it,  but  he  pleads  for  it.  Consecration  that  is 
forced  would  be  worthless.  Paul  pleads  with  the  breth- 
ren on  the  basis  of  what  God  has  done  for  them.  He 
points  out  that  they  were  lost  and  ruined  and  hopeless, 
but  God's  love  sought  them  and  offered  them  a  free 
salvation  and  a  sure  salvation  and  a  great  salvation. 
This  salvation  was  offered — so  great  that  it  lifted  them 
up  into  God's  family  as  His  sons  and  heirs;  that  it 
brought  them  the  Holy  Spirit  and  His  power;  that  it 
assured  them  of  heaven  with  all  of  its  eternal  outreach 
of  bliss. 

Then  he  raises  the  question,  what  would  be  the 
reasonable  service  of  these  saved  sinners  to  the  God 
who  had  so  graciously  saved  them?  God  had  given 
His  all,  should  they  not  give  their  all  ?  And  especially 
when  their  God  needed  their  all  to  keep  other  sinners 
like  they  had  been  from  being  lost? 

What  Discipleship  Involves 

Jesus  taught  these  same  truths  when  He  threw  down 
His  challenge  for  discipleship.  To  be  a  disciple  Jesus 
taught  in  Luke  14:25-33  that  a  believer  must: 

1.     Hate  his  dearest  friends — that  is,  God  must  be 
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absolutely  first. 
2.    He  must  bear  his  cross;  he  must  be  willing  to 

suffer  any  privation. 
8.     He  must  be  ready  to  meet  an  army  of  twenty 

thousand  when  he  has  only  ten  thousand — that 

is,  he  must  trust  God  for  miraculous  power. 
All  of  these  are  abiding  requirements.  God  wants 
to  plan  a  life  of  conquest.  He  wants  us  to  be  soldiers. 
He  will  send  us  into  the  trenches.  Our  well  loved  fire- 
sides will  have  to  be  forsaken  at  times.  He  is  sending  us 
against  an  enemy  much  stronger  than  we  are.  There 
will  be  terrific  fighting.  Unless  we  face  out  what  a 
God  planned  life  would  be  like  we  cannot  intelligently 
choose  it.  Jesus  said  we  should  "count  the  cost." 
Count  the  cost  and  then  decide  that  the  God  planned 
life  is  not  for  us  ?  Never,  but  having  counted  the  cost, 
and  estimated  the  gain  to  cast  the  die  once  and  for  all 
on  the  side  of  whole-hearted  service  for  Christ.  Such 
disciples — and  there  are  none  other — will  constantly 
glorify  their  Lord  and  be  an  abiding  terror  to  the 
enemy.  Will  you,  dear  reader,  join  the  ranks? 


CHAPTER  IV 
THE  GOD  GUIDED  LIFE 

In  order  to  live  a  God  planned  life  it  is  self  evident 
that  we  must  be  in  communication  with  God,  by  some 
means,  so  that  it  will  be  possible  to  know  what  God's 
plans  are.  God  must  reveal  Himself  to  us. 

God  has  revealed  Himself  in  a  general  way  in  the 
Bible,  every  word  of  which  is  a  revelation  from  God. 
Here  He  has  made  plain  His  plan  of  Salvation  through 
faith  in  Christ  as  our  substitute.  This  is  so  simple 
that  "the  wayfaring  men,  though  fools,  shall  not  err 
therein." 

In  the  Bible  He  has  revealed  how  we  should  love 
each  other  and  even  our  enemies ;  how  we  should  carry 
the  gospel  to  the  ends  of  the  earth;  how  we  should 
live  "soberly,  righteously,  and  Godly,"  in  this  present 
world. 

He  has  told  us  of  the  past,  even  to  the  creation  of 
man,  and  beyond :  He  has  made  it  possible  to  scan  the 
future  even  to  the  gates  of  pearl.  On  and  on  and  on 
His  revelation  carries  us  from  one  glorious  truth  to 
another,  which  we  could  never  have  known  if  He  had 
not  spoken  to  us  through  His  word. 

But  even  with  all  of  this  to  direct  us  in  the  plan- 
ning of  our  lives,  there  is  vital  need  of  a  guidance 
over  and  beyond  this,  more  personal,  more  in  detail, 
more  related  to  our  daily  problems,  as  to  whether  we 
should  go  to  this  place  or  that,  whether  we  should  serve 
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here  or  there,  whether  we  should  follow  this  leader  or 
that  etc.,  etc. 

Old  Testament  Characters  Were  God  Guided 

A  study  of  the  Bible  reveals  that  God  has 
always  guided  His  people  in  other  ways,  in  addition 
to  the  general  revelation  of  the  written  word.  He 
did  this  in  the  earliest  times  before  there  was  a 
written  word;  He  continued  to  do  so  after  the  law 
was  given.  There  was  no  change,  except  that 
the  guidance  was  even  more  full,  after  Christ  came 
and  even  after  Pentecost.  In  giving  this  guid- 
ance God  guided  individuals  as  well  as  groups  and 
even  a  whole  nation.  The  record  of  the  life  of  every 
Bible  character,  who  had  the  blessing  of  God  upon  him, 
where  that  record  is  given  with  sufficient  fullness  so 
that  we  could  tell,  shows  without  question  that  it  is 
God's  plan  to  guide  in  this  way. 

This  does  not  apply  alone  to  those  who  were  called 
to  be  prophets,  or  to  those  who  were  to  write  the  holy 
scriptures,  but  to  others,  and  then,  regarding  the  big 
and  the  little  things  concerning  which  they  were  per- 
plexed. 

Noah  was  guided  as  to  the  making  of  the  ark, 
after  God  had  told  him  that  He  was  going  to  destroy 
all  flesh.  God  revealed  to  him  the  kind  of  wood  to  use, 
and  that  the  walls  should  be  covered  with  pitch  within 
and  without.  The  ark  was  to  be  three  stories  in  height, 
and  partitioned  into  rooms,  with  exact  dimensions  giv- 
en, and  explicit  directions  were  also  given  as  to  door 
and  window.  God  told  him  how  many  and  what  kind 
of  animals  and  fowls  to  bring  into  the  ark,  and  was 
very  careful  as  to  their  food.  Seven  days  before  the 
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flood  came  God  revealed  to  Noah  that  exactly  seven 
days  yet  remained  until  the  flood  would  begin.  All  of 
this  was  most  wonderful  guidance. 

From  God's  call  of  Moses  at  the  burning  bush, 
Moses'  life  was  a  God  guided  life.  God  called  to  Moses 
and  conversed  with  him  and  instructed  him  as  to  the 
deliverance  of  the  children  of  Israel.  He  told  Moses 
that  he  should  lead  His  people  out  of  Egypt  and  over 
into  the  land  of  Canaan.  He  showed  Moses  in  advance 
the  mighty  wonders  which  He  would  work  in  order  to 
force  Pharaoh  to  release  the  people. 

When  Moses  objected,  He  encouraged  him  by  caus- 
ing his  rod  to  become  a  serpent  and  then  a  rod  again ; 
then  his  hand  to  become  leprous  and  then  well  again. 
He  also  made  it  plain  that  he  could  perform  these  mir- 
acles when  he  arrived  in  Egypt  in  order  to  convince 
the  Israelites  that  God  had  sent  him.  All  of  this 
was  guidance. 

After  he  reached  Egypt  he  was  guided  by  God  at 
every  turn.  God  told  him  just  what  to  say  to  Pharaoh 
time  after  time.  God  showed  him  what  judgment  He 
would  send  next  and  just  when  it  would  come.  God 
gave  him  detailed  instruction  as  to  the  observance  of 
the  Passover.  When  the  time  came  to  leave  Egypt 
God  showed  Moses  that  the  people  should  ask  gold  and 
jewelry  in  great  quantities  of  the  Egyptians  because 
God  knew  it  would  be  needed  later  with  which  to  adorn 
the  Tabernacle. 

As  soon  as  the  journey  was  begun  a  new  kind  of 
guidance  was  given.  God  displayed  a  pillar  of  cloud 
by  day  and  a  pillar  of  fire  by  night  to  guide  them  in 
their  journeys.  When  this  moved  they  were  to  move. 
When  the  pillar  rested  they  were  to  remain  in  camp. 
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This  guidance  by  the  pillar  lasted  continuously  for 
forty  years* 

But  this  guidance  by  the  pillar  did  not  displace 
the  direct  guidance  to  Moses.  In  every  emergency 
until  Moses'  death  God  guided  him  again  and  again  and 
again.  And  when  Moses  died  and  Joshua  assumed  the 
leadership  God  guided  Joshua  as  He  had  guided  Moses 
before  him. 

And  so  it  was  with  Samuel  and  Gideon  and  David 
and  Solomon  and  Elisha  and  a  host  of  others. 

Guidance  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles 

When  we  come  into  the  New  Testament  times  we 
find  the  Apostles,  as  well  as  other  Christians,  whose 
experiences  are  recorded,  were  guided  in  the  same  mar- 
velous way. 

Cornelius  was  told  by  an  angel  to  send  to  Joppa  for 
Peter.  The  angel  explained  exactly  where  Peter 
was  staying  as  a  guest,  and  that  when  Peter  should 
come  he  would  teach  Cornelius  how  he  could  be  saved. 

Through  a  vision  God  led  Peter  to  be  open  to  the 
appeal  of  Cornelius.  Then  the  Holy  Spirit  spoke  to 
Peter  and  told  him  that  three  men  were  at  the  door, 
and  that  he  should  go  with  them  "nothing  doubting." 

An  Angel  instructed  Philip  to  leave  his  ministry 
at  Samaria  and  go  into  the  desert  toward  Gaza.  When 
he  had  done  this,  as  a  chariot  drew  near,  the  Holy 
Spirit  said  to  Philip,  "Go  join  yourself  to  this  chariot." 

When  Saul  had  been  smitten  with  blindness  on  the 
road  to  Damascus  and  had  been  led  into  the  city,  the 
Lord  spoke  to  Ananias  and  instructed  him  to  go  to  Saul 
and  give  him  the  teaching  which  he  needed.  He  even 
told  Ananias  what  street  Saul  was  living  on. 
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The  Lord  spoke  to  Saul  (afterwards  Paul)  and 
called  him  to  become  the  Apostle  to  the  Gentiles.  Later, 
the  Holy  Spirit  spoke  to  the  whole  church  at  Antioch 
telling  them  to  set  Paul  and  Barnabas  apart  as  mission- 
aries to  the  Gentiles. 

During  this  ministry  of  Paul  which  lasted  for 
many  years  he  was  guided  constantly  and  in  various 
ways.  When  he  would  have  gone  into  Asia  the  Spirit 
forbade  him.  When  the  Lord  wanted  him  to  go  into 
Macedonia  he  saw  a  vision  of  a  man  of  Macedonia  beg- 
ging him  to  come  over  and  help  them.  When  he  was 
on  the  ship,  which  was  later  wrecked,  on  the  way  to 
Rome  "the  Angel  of  the  Lord  stood  by"  him  by  night 
and  revealed  to  him  that  the  ship  would  be  lost  but 
that  none  of  the  passengers  or  crew  would  perish. 

Methods  of  Guidance 

From  what  has  been  said  above  it  is  overwhelming- 
ly clear  that  a  God  guided  life  is  within  our  reach — 
that  this  is  the  plan  of  God  for  us. 

These  who  were  guided  were  fully  consecrated, 
and  were  living  a  life  of  faith,  trusting  God  to  care  for 
them,  provide  for  them  and  also  guide  them.  If  we 
will  live  this  same  kind  of  a  life  we  will  be  guided  by 
God  as  they  were.  The  biographies  of  Muller  and 
Hudson  Taylor  and  many  others  prove  that  guidance 
is  for  us  here  and  now  if  we  will  but  meet  the  conditions. 

God  has  guided  in  many  many  ways.  He  will  no 
doubt  guide  again  in  the  same  ways,  and  then  He  may 
use  a  way  entirely  new.  He  guided  Gideon  by  a  mir- 
aculous sign  of  dew  or  the  lack  of  it  on  his  fleece.  He 
used  circumstances,  so  wonderfully  arranged  as  to 
prove  that  God  had  arranged  them,  in  guiding  the  ser- 
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vant  of  Abraham  in  the  choice  of  a  wife  for  Isaac. 

An  Angel  appeared  to  Manoah,  and  very  frequent- 
ly Angels  appeared  or  else  spoke  to  some  one  who 
needed  guidance.  The  prophets  constantly  "enquired 
of  the  Lord"  for  themselves  and  for  others,  and  they 
received  definite  answers  from  the  Lord  Himself,  or 
through  the  Holy  Spirit. 

A  pillar  of  cloud  or  of  fire  was  used  as  cited  above. 
Frequently  a  vision  or  a  God  given  dream  became  the 
medium  of  communication,  but  always  the  message 
was  clear  and  explicit.  The  person  thus  guided  was 
very  conscious  that  God  had  spoken  and  the  super- 
natural element  was  always  present.  Those  who  seek 
guidance  by  the  chance  opening  of  the  Bible  at  a  cer- 
tain verse  are  using  a  method  that  is  absurd,  for  the 
supernatural  element  is  absent. 

When  the  Holy  Spirit  supernaturally  illumines 
some  verse  or  phrase  of  scripture  as  we  read  it,  that 
would  be  guidance.  This  was  the  method  of  guidance 
used  by  Muller  for  years.  When  he  wanted  to  know 
what  God  wanted  him  to  do  in  a  given  matter  he  first 
asked  God  to  show  him.  Then  he  would  read  and  read 
in  the  Bible  until  the  Holy  Spirit  impressed  some 
sentence  upon  him  that  really  answered  his  question. 
This  he  took  as  God's  answer,  and  experience  proved 
that  it  never  failed. 

The  Holy  Spirit  and  Guidance 

Jesus  promised  that  when  the  Holy  Spirit  should 
come  in  the  new  way  in  which  He  had  promised  Him 
that  He  would  indwell  the  believer  and  guide  him  into 
all  truth.  The  Holy  Spirit  has  come  and  is  now  indwell- 
ing every  believer,  and  it  is  our  Lord's  own  plan  that 
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this  blessing  should  be  ours.  Holy  Spirit  Guidance 
is  the  very  highest  type  of  guidance,  for  it  may  be 
immediate  and  it  is  always  at  hand  without  making  a 
journey  to  consult  some  one,  or  to  wait  until  certain 
signs  appear. 

To  obtain  this  guidance  it  must  be  sought  in  faith, 
and  then  there  must  be  an  absolute  determination  to 
follow  the  guidance  when  it  comes.  God,  no  doubt, 
would  withold  guidance  if  He  knew  it  would  not  be 
followed. 

Some  fear  to  follow  guidance,  even  when  obtained, 
lest  it  came  from  Satan  instead  of  from  God.  If  the 
life  has  been  consecrated  to  God  and  guidance,  sought 
from  Him,  it  is  His  responsibility  to  protect  us  from 
deception  and  we  can  trust  Him  to  do  it. 

One  of  the  most  important  and  practical  fields  for 
guidance  is  in  the  understanding  of  God's  Word.  We 
can  not  understand  the  Bible  in  its  spiritual  meaning 
without  spiritual  illumination.  This  is  guidance.  This 
we  must  and  can  have.  No  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
will  be  contrary  to  the  written  Word,  for  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  the  author  of  the  Word. 

To  obtain  guidance  from  the  Holy  Spirit  we  must 
recognize  that  He  is  a  person,  an  omnipotent  person, 
and  that  He  indwells  us.  Treat  Him  as  a  person.  Talk 
to  Him.  Ask  Him  questions.  He  will  answer  you  by 
spiritual  impressions  or  even  by  a  voice.  Guidance 
must  be  learned,  a  step  at  a  time,  but  no  saved  person 
who  is  wholly  consecrated  can  proceed  far  as  outlined 
above  without  having  some  measure  of  guidance.  Let 
us  possess  our  possessions  in  Christ. 


CHAPTER  V 
THE  GOD  EMPOWERED  LIFE 

A  God  planned  life  will  be  a  life  of  service,  the 
highest  kind  of  service.  The  highest  kind  of  service 
is  soul  winning.  Jesus  came  to  "seek  and  to  save 
that  which  was  lost".  This  task  He  left  incomplete, 
in  fact,  it  was  merely  begun.  The  only  way  that  this 
unfinished  task  can  be  performed  is  through  the  agency 
of  consecrated  Christians. 

He  commanded  us  to  "go  into  all  the  world  and 
preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature".  Many  other 
forms  of  service  will  grow  out  of  the  prosecution  of 
this  task,  but  the  supreme  duty  of  the  church  and  of 
every  Christian  is  to  win  souls,  or  aid  those  who  are 
winning  souls,  and  to  train  others  so  that  they  will 
win  them. 

This  task  is  big  enough  to  require  all  of  us  with 
all  that  we  possess.  Only  to  the  extent  that  all  invest 
their  all  will  the  lost  be  saved.  In  no  other  way  will 
the  death  of  Christ  accomplish  its  objective.  Oh,  what 
a  call;  oh,  what  a  challenge  is  this! 

This  work  is  of  a  supernatural  character.  This 
is  true  for  two  reasons.  First,  the  acceptance  of  God's 
offer  of  salvation  in  Christ  is  to  result  in  the  regenera- 
tion of  the  individual  who  believes.  This  regeneration  is 
a  miracle.  Through  it  a  new  life  is  imparted — eternal 
life.  While  God  imparts  this  new  life,  we  are  the  agents 
through  which  it  is  accomplished. 
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Second,  Satan  is  opposing  every  effort  to  save 
souls  and  his  opposition  is  of  a  supernatural  character. 
No  Christian  can  meet  Satan  and  hope  to  defeat  him 
in  his  own  strength.  To  go  out  to  win  souls  without 
the  power  which  God  alone  can  give  is  to  court  defeat. 
Many  avoid  the  defeat  that  would  otherwise  surely 
come  by  lowering  the  standard  and  attempting  less 
than  the  salvation  of  souls.  This  is  really  defeat  in 
advance. 

We  must  have  power,  and  "power  belongeth  unto 
God".  He  knows  that  we  need  this  power  and  has 
made  every  provision  for  its  supply.  If  we  do  not 
have  it  the  fault  cannot  be  His.  It  would  be  unthink- 
able that  God  would  call  us  to  service  requiring  super- 
natural power  and  then  not  be  ready  to  supply  that 
power. 

Examples  of  God  Empowered  Lives 

All  of  the  great  Bible  characters  were  God  em- 
powered. Their  tasks  varied  greatly  from  waging 
war  to  the  preaching  of  the  gospel,  but  in  every  case  as 
long  as  they  were  faithful,  they  had  all  the  power  they 
needed  and  when  they  needed  it. 

Samson  is  a  good  example  of  a  God  empowered 
man.  He  was  first  of  all  a  faithful  Israelite  and  as 
such  had  come  to  God  on  the  ground  of  atoning  blood. 
Only  those  who  have  accepted  Christ  as  Savior  on 
the  ground  of  grace  can  hope  to  have  power. 

He  had  taken  the  Nazerite  vow,  which  is  a  type 
of  full  consecration,  or  perhaps  even  of  full  time  service. 
Only  those  who  are  fully  consecrated  may  claim  power. 

He  was  actually  engaged  in  the  service,  as  judge, 
to  which  God  had  called  him.  When  we  undertake 
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God's  work  under  God's  directions  then  God  will  give 
the  power. 

He  trusted  God  in  the  emergency.  When  the  lion 
roared  upon  him  he  did  not  flee.  The  odds  were  all 
against  him,  yet  he  trusted  God  and  made  the  attack 
even  unarmed.  Then,  and  not  until  then,  "the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  came  upon  him."  When  this  had  occurred 
"he  rent  him  as  he  would  a  kid."  Only  as  the  Spirit 
comes  upon  us  will  we  have  power.  But  this  is  the 
same  Holy  Spirit  Who  indwells  us.  Surely  we  can 
have  His  power  if  the  conditions  are  met. 

Samson  had  to  do  the  fighting.  The  Holy  Spirit 
did  not  do  it  for  him.  And  he  had  to  fight  when  human- 
ly nothing  but  failure  and  death  could  result.  When 
he  had  manifested  that  kind  of  faith  God  made  the 
impossible  possible.  We  can  not  stand  passively  by 
waiting  for  the  power  to  come.  We  must  begin  the 
task  expecting  God  to  supply  the  power  when  and 
where  needed. 

On  another  occasion  Samson  lay  bound  with  new 
cords  utterly  helpless.  An  army  of  Philistines  took 
advantage  of  his  seemingly  helpless  condition  and  start- 
ed to  attack  him  expecting  to  destroy  him.  But  "when 
the  Philistines  shouted  upon  him",  and  not  until  then, 
"the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  came  mightily  upon  him"  and 
the  cords  became  as  flax. 

Again  he  was  unarmed  and  this  time  he  sought 
a  weapon,  finding  only  the  jaw  bone  of  an  ass,  but  with 
this  he  killed  a  thousand  armed  men.  If  we  have 
weapons  we  should  use  them,  but  God  can  give  us  power 
to  succeed  in  the  work  to  which  He  has  called  us  with 
poor  weapons  or  even  with  none  at  all. 

Samson  always  had  power  until  he  broke  his 
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consecration  vow.  Then  he  was  as  other  men.  He 
"shook  himself"  expecting  the  power  to  come,  but  in 
vain.  God  will  not  continue  His  power  when  we  with- 
draw in  any  manner  from  full  consecration. 

How  sad  the  fall  of  a  God  empowered  man!  The 
Israelites  trusted  in  Samson  as  their  champion.  The 
Philistines  feared  him  greatly,  for  they  knew  that  God 
was  with  him.  When  he  had  lost  his  power  he  still 
had  his  enemies  and  without  God's  blessing  they  were 
now  able  to  conquer  him.  They  then  put  out  his  eyes 
and  compelled  him  to  make  sport  for  them -while  they 
rejoiced  over  him  in  the  name  of  their  false  gods. 

Samson  regained  his  power,  but  he  did  not  re- 
gain his  lost  eyes  nor  his  place  of  trust  among  his 
people.  When  Christians  who  have  had  God's  power 
lose  it  Satan  tries  to  make  them  believe  that  they  have 
unfitted  themselves  from  ever  regaining  it.  This  is 
not  true.  When  we  return  to  God  in  true  hearted  re- 
newal of  our  vows,  God's  blessing  will  return. 

In  the  New  Testament  Peter  at  and  after  Pente- 
cost is  an  example  of  a  God  empowered  man.  Samson's 
task  was  one  which  involved  physical  prowess,  while 
Peter's  was  very  different  indeed,  in  fact  very  much 
like  our  own.  But  whatever  the  nature  of  the  task, 
the  God  empowered  man  is  given  the  power  as  he 
needs  it. 

On  the  day  of  Pentecost,  Peter,  without  any  oppor- 
tunity for  preparation,  had  the  power  to  preach  the 
wonderful  sermon  which  resulted  in  the  conversion  of 
three  thousand  souls.  In  doing  this,  he  who  had  been 
so  cowardly  at  the  arrest  of  Jesus  had  the  courage  to 
accuse  the  Jews  to  their  face  of  being  guilty  of  cruci- 
fying Christ  the  Son  of  God. 
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Later,  when  the  lame  man  asked  for  help,  Peter 
had  the  power  to  heal  him  in  the  name  of  Christ. 
Then  as  the  crowd  gathered,  because  of  the  healing, 
again  without  time  for  preparation  he  had  the  power 
to  give  them  a  wonderful  message,  resulting  in  the 
conversion  of  about  five  thousand  more. 

When  the  officers  came  upon  them  and  arrested 
Peter,  he  had  the  courage  to  stand  his  ground  and  go 
to  prison  rather  than  to  retreat  from  the  bold  position 
which  he  had  taken.  The  next  day  when  brought  up 
for  trial  he  had  the  power  to  preach  the  gospel  to 
the  whole  assembled  court.  This  he  did  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  he  was  an  uneducated  man  and  certainly 
not  used  to  addressing  such  gatherings.  When  he  was 
forbidden  by  the  court  to  preach  in  the  name  of  Christ 
he  boldly  refused  to  abide  by  the  decision. 

When  Annanias  and  Sapphira  were  about  to  bring 
the  whole  new  cause  into  disrepute,  Peter  had  the 
power  to  be  shown  by  God  the  nature  of  the  deceit  and 
to  pronounce  judgment  upon  them  in  advance,  God 
verifying  Peter's  declaration  by  the  immediate  and 
supernatural  death  of  the  offenders. 

Peter,  with  the  other  Apostles,  had  the  power  to 
work  many  mighty  miracles  which  resulted  in  their 
imprisonment  the  second  time,  but  they  had  such  power 
with  God  that  He  sent  His  angel  to  deliver  them. 

On  and  on  Peter  lived  the  God  empowered  life, 
meeting  every  new  emergency  with  the  mighty  power 
of  God  upon  him. 

The  God  empowered  life  is  like  this.  Our  leader- 
ship may  not  be  as  great  or  as  spectacular  as  his,  in 
fact  we  may  not  be  leaders  at  all ;  but  if  we  meet  the 
conditions,  we  will  have  this  same  power  just  as  we 
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need  it.  Not  that  we  will  work  miracles  of  healing 
or  speak  in  tongues,  for  those  things  were  only  sign 
gifts  which  God  gave  to  establish  the  new  message. 
But  we  will  have  power,  as  really  miraculous  as  theirs, 
with  which  to  meet  our  problems  and  perform  our 
work  in  the  winning  of  souls. 

How  Is  this  Power  to  Be  Obtained? 

If  this  power  is  for  us  surely  we  all  want  it.  Of 
course  we  could  only  have  it  if  we  were  consecrated 
and  would  use  it  in  God's  service. 

Before  Pentecost  Peter  was  saved  and  consecrated 
but  he  did  not  have  the  Holy  Spirit  as  an  indweller.  He 
had  power  before  but  it  was  only  temporary.  Jesus 
had  promised  that  He  would  send  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
abide  with  them  and  to  be  in  them.  When  this  had 
come  to  pass  every  condition  had  been  met  and  the 
power  came  upon  Peter  to  abide. 

The  conditions  then  for  the  God  empowered  life 
are  first,  to  be  saved  and  indwelt  by  the  Holy  Spirit, 
second,  to  be  fully  consecrated  and  third,  to  trust  for 
power  in  the  time  of  need. 

Peter  had  to  wait  and  tarry  before  Pentecost 
when  the  coming  of  the  Holy  Spirit  as  indweller  was 
still  future.  Now  we  need  not  wait,  but  as  soon  as  we 
meet  the  conditions  we  should  go  forward  expecting 
the  power,  and  when  the  need  arises  it  will  be  there  in 
abundant  supply. 

Jesus  told  the  disciples  to  pray  for  the  Holy  Spirit, 
but  that  was  before  Pentecost.  Now  if  we  are  born 
again  we  have  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  if  we  will  consecrate 
our  lives  to  God  and  trust  for  power  we  will  soon 
experience  that  power. 
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We  become  consecrated  in  a  moment  and  we  enter 
the  life  of  power  in  a  moment,  but  it  is  a  growing  life. 
Peter  was  already  an  Apostle  with  a  wide  experience 
before  he  received  the  power.  Usually  we  enter  the 
life  of  power  with  but  little  readiness  to  use  it  in  a  big 
way  at  first,  but  as  we  go  on  and  on,  remaining  true, 
there  is  a  gradually  increasing  blessing. 

The  conditions  are  so  simple  that  the  God  em- 
powered life  is  easily  within  the  reach  of  every  born 
again  person.  This  is  as  it  should  be.  God  is  so 
gracious!  Come  dear  reader  and  enter  into  this  life 
of  blessing  that  you  might  become  more  and  more 
a  blessing. 


CHAPTER  VI 
THE  GOD  PROTECTED  LIFE 

The  conflict  between  God  and  Satan  is  raging  in 
this  world.  Satan  is  free  to  carry  out  his  schemes 
except  where  God  in  grace  interferes.  God  can  only 
consistently  interfere  where  His  protection  is  claimed 
upon  the  ground  of  Christ's  shed  blood.  Every  believer 
who  has  accepted  of  Christ's  atoning  work  for  his 
personal  salvation  comes  immediately  under  God's 
peculiar  protection 

Each  one  who  believes  is  immediately  born  again 
and  becomes* one  of  God's  own  children,  and  because 
of  the  fact  that  he  is  now  in  God's  family,  God  as  a 
Father  owes  him  protection. 

This  protection  which  the  believer  now  has  he 
sorely  needs,  for  Satan  knows  who  the  children  of  God 
are  as  well  as  God  does,  and  he  is  very  desirous  of  de- 
stroying them.  He  is  especially  anxious  to  destroy 
consecrated  believers,  for  their  having  God's  power  is 
a  great  hindrance  to  his  success.  If  it  were  not  for 
God's  protection  Satan  would  destroy  these  consecrated 
believers  from  off  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  even  where 
this  is  not  possible  Satan  will  do  everything  to  hurt 
those  who  trust  in  God. 

Job  as  an  Example  of  a  God  Protected  Life 

Job  had  been  wonderfully  blessed  in  every  way — 
spiritually,  in  his  family,  and  in  his  business — until 
he  was  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  outstanding  person- 
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alities  of  his  time.  Then  God  partially  withdrew  His 
protection.  Immediately  Satan  began  to  harm  Job, 
and  he  went  as  far  as  God's  permission  extended.  Satan 
accused  God  of  building  a  hedge  around  Job  and  around 
his  family  and  around  his  property.  This  God  had 
really  done,  and  not  only  for  Job,  but  for  all  those  who 
are  right  with  God.  The  wonderful  thing  about  this 
is  that  the  hedge  is  an  angel  hedge.  "The  angel  of  the 
Lord  encampeth  round  about  them  that  fear  Him  and 
delivereth  them." 

Some  have  wondered  why  God  withdrew  His  pro- 
tection from  Job.  Job's  friends  could  not  convince  him 
of  any  sin  in  his  life,  and  even  God  said  he  was  "a 
perfect  and  upright  man,  one  that  feareth  God  and 
escheweth  evil."  But  later  God  appeared  to  Job,  and 
then  Job  said,  "Behold,  I  am  vile,"  (Job  40 :4)  and  God 
said  unto  him,  "Wilt  thou  condemn  me  that  thou  may- 
est  be  righteous?"  From  this  it  is  plain  that  Job  had 
become  self-righteous  and  God  withdrew  His  protection 
so  that  Job  would  consider  this  thing  and  remove  that 
which  was  a  barrier  between  him  and  God.  When  this 
was  done  the  protection  of  God  returned  and  Job  pros- 
pered as  never  before. 

How  greatly  we  need  God's  protection  will  become 
apparent  as  we  consider  what  Satan  did  to  Job  and  how 
he  did  it.  He  destroyed  Job's  property — all  of  it.  He 
slew  Job's  children — every  one  of  them.  He  evidently 
turned  Job's  wife  against  him.  He  covered  Job's  body 
with  hideous  boils  from  which  there  seemed  to  be  no 
remedy.  Job's  oxen  and  asses  were  destroyed  by  the 
Sabeans.  No  doubt  Satan  stirred  them  up  to  do  it. 
While  God's  protection  prevailed  they  could  not  ac- 
complish it,  but  when  His  protection  was  withdrawn 
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they  succeeded.  Fire  came  down  and  destroyed  Job's 
sheep  and  even  the  servants  who  tended  them.  The 
messenger  who  brought  the  word  said  the  fire  was  the 
fire  of  God  and  that  it  came  from  heaven,  but  he  was 
deceived.  Satan  caused  it  which  shows  how  great  his 
power  is.  The  Chaldeans  in  three  bands  (fully  organ- 
ized) carried  away  Job's  camels.  A  "great  wind"  smote 
the  house  in  which  Job's  children  were  feasting  and 
killed  them  all.  Who  caused  this  wind?  Was  it  an 
ordinary  wind  ?  Surely  not,  and  beyond  question  Satan 
caused  it. 

Again  it  would  seem  from  the  narrative  that  all 
these  calamities  came  in  a  day  as  soon  as  God's  pro- 
tection was  withdrawn.  All  of  this  makes  it  plain  that 
were  it  not  for  God's  supernatural  and  continued  pro- 
tection God's  people  would  be  driven  form  "pillar  to 
post".  The  great  positive  truth  is  this:  where  God 
protects  there  is  protection  indeed.  Not  a  hair  of  our 
heads  can  be  touched  by  our  enemy  except  as  God 
permits  it.  We  are  safe  if  we  stay  right.  To  the  ex- 
tent harm  is  allowed  to  come  it  is  always  for  our 
good  and  development  and  leads  to  greater  things 
just  ahead. 

Where  God  has  permitted  His  faithful  ones  to  be 
martyred,  or  to  suffer  in  other  ways  at  the  hands  of 
God's  enemies,  it  has  always  been  because  the  service 
of  suffering  thus  rendered  would  accomplish  more  for 
the  glory  of  God  and  the  salvation  of  souls  than  their 
deliverance.  If  we  are  truly  consecrated  to  God  we 
should  be  willing  to  serve  Him  as  faithfully  through 
any  necessary  suffering  as  in  less  strenuous  times. 
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All  of  Our  Needs  Supplied 

A  God  protected  life  will  not  only  be  kept  from 
harm  from  without,  but  will  also  be  supplied  with  "daily 
bread";  for  such  lack  would  result  in  failure  and  even 
destruction  as  really  and  complete  as  though  we  were 
struck  down  by  the  enemy.  So  God  must  supply  our 
daily  bread,  in  fact  "all  your  need". 

If  He  failed  in  this  He  would  fail  in  protecting  us. 
He  never  fails  those  who  trust  Him.  Just  as  the  pro- 
tection from  harm  requires  supernatural  interference 
because  the  enemies  are  supernatural,  so  the  supply  of 
our  needs  must  be  supernatural,  for  Satan  is  endeavor- 
ing to  keep  us  from  obtaining  our  daily  bread. 

Consecrated  Christians  should  trust  God  for  food 
and  raiment  and  every  needed  thing.  He  will  supply 
these  needs  through  our  God-blessed  efforts  or  without 
them  when  these  efforts  do  not  avail.  We  should  be  con- 
scious daily  that  our  supply  of  even  temporal  things  is 
never  by  purely  natural  means. 

Elijah  is  a  type  of  a  consecrated  Christian.  In 
ordinary  times  his  needs  were  supplied  in  seemingly 
ordinary  ways,  but  in  times  of  stress  they  were  still 
supplied,  first  by  the  widow  at  Zarephath.  Even  here 
God  miraculously  supplied  the  widow  that  she  might 
supply  Elijah.  At  another  time  the  ravens  fed  Elijah — 
strange  ravens  these.  They  supplied  him  with  food 
only,  for  there  was  water  in  the  brook.  But  when  the 
crises  in  the  Prophet's  life  became  so  acute  that  all 
of  these  means  of  supply  failed,  an  angel  fed  him — and 
it  was  not  a  "cold  snack"  either,  for  "there  was  a 
cake  baken  on  the  coals."  There  was  now  no  brook  to 
drink  from,  but  he  found  "a  cruse  of  water  at  his 
head."  Angels  bake  cakes  and  carry  water  when  that 
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is  necessary  to  supply  the  need  of  consecrated  Chris- 
tians. Where  did  the  angel  get  the  flour  for  that  cake 
and  the  water  in  that  cruse? 

"Oh,  ye  of  little  faith,  why  did  ye  doubt?"  How 
few  are  willing  to  take  God  at  His  word  and  trust  Him 
to  supply  their  needs!  Only  as  they  can  see  the 
supply  at  hand  and  by  natural  processes  will  they  trust. 
This  is  not  faith  at  all,  for  faith  is  not  walking  by 
sight. 

Many  have  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  some  call  of  God 
because  they  could  not  see  how  their  needs  were  to  be 
supplied  if  they  heeded  that  call.  Those  who  in  simple 
faith  have  responded  to  the  call  of  God  have  never 
been  forsaken  and  are  the  ones  who  have  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  miraculous.  Dear  reader  trust 
God  fully:  give  God  a  chance. 


CHAPTER  VII 
THE  GOD  BLESSED  PRAYER  LIFE 

The  Place  of  Prayer  in  the  God  Planned  Life 

"If  ye  abide  in  me  and  my  words  abide  in  you,  ye 
shall  ask  what  ye  will,  and  it  shall  be  done  unto  you." 
John  15 : 7.  This  is  the  most  sweeping  prayer  promise 
in  the  Bible.  It  is  made  to  abiding  Christians  and  then 
only  to  such  as  know  Christ's  words  and  abide  in  them. 
How  wonderful  to  have  every  prayer  answered  without 
exception ! 

The  abiding  life  is  that  of  a  consecrated  Christian 
who  remains  steadily  yielded.  In  such  a  life  there  will 
be  an  increasing  measure  of  guidance.  This  guidance 
will  involve  the  prayer  life  as  well  as  everything  else. 
Guidance  will  also  extend  to  the  understanding  of  God's 
word.  Through  the  Spirit  illumined  study  of  the  Word 
and  the  Holy  Spirit's  prompting  in  prayer  we  can  know 
with  certainty  the  will  of  God  as  it  relates  to  our 
prayer  problems.  When  the  will  of  God  is  thus  known 
we  can  pray  assuredly  "in  His  will."  And  knowing 
that  the  thing  which  we  ask  is  "according  to  His  will, 
...  we  know  that  we  have  the  petitions  that  we  desired 
of  Him."  Such  a  prayer  life  glorifies  the  Father,  for 
it  proves  the  reality  of  His  promises. 

George  Muller  said  he  believed  God  had  raised  him 
up  to  prove  to  his  generation  that  God  answers  prayer. 
How  his  life  glorified  God !  Through  fifty  years,  with 
as  high  as  2200  orphan  children  depending  upon  him 
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for  everything,  he  told  of  his  needs  to  no  one  but  God. 
And  God  heard  him  always  and  moved  His  people 
to  pour  an  increasing  stream  of  finally  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars  into  his  hands.  Had  Mr.  Muller 
gotten  out  of  God's  will  for  a  week  or  have  failed  to 
have  his  prayers  answered  for  a  month  that  multitude 
of  children  would  have  starved  and  he  would  have  been 
disgraced. 

The  Importance  of  Communion 

I  used  to  wonder  how  Christ  spent  whole  nights 
in  prayer.  Did  He  have  so  many  petitions  that  it  re- 
quired a  whole  night  to  present  them  to  His  Father?  Or 
did  He  constantly  repeat  the  same  request  as  so  many 
do  and  the  heathen  did  ?  Surely  it  was  neither  of  these. 
Much  of  the  time  must  have  been  spent  in  quiet  fellow- 
ship with  God.  He  was  conscious  of  God's  presence,  as 
we  can  be,  and  He  loved  to  be  with  His  Father  in  the 
most  real  way  that  was  at  that  time  open  to  Him. 
Just  before  choosing  the  Twelve  He  spent  a  whole 
night  in  prayer.  Did  He  choose  His  Apostles  or  did 
the  Father  do  it,  or  did  they  choose  them  jointly?  If 
His  Father  chose  them  He  must  have  revealed  His 
choice  to  Jesus.  Did  they  go  over  the  qualifications  of 
the  whole  seventy  together  before  deciding  upon  the 
Twelve? 

Real  prayer  will  keep  a  large  place  for  communion 
lest  anything  come  between  us  and  the  Lord.  A  God 
planned  life  must  be  kept  steadily  and  constantly  in 
God's  directive  will.  To  insure  this  we  must  not  be 
long  away  from  the  place  of  communion  lest  we  get 
out  of  His  will  and  do  not  detect  it  until  much  harm  is 
done.  Then  to  live  a  life  that  follows  His  plan  we  must 
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frequently  consult  Him  to  get  His  directions  regarding 
each  new  development. 

Those  who  neglect  communion  will  soon  find  them- 
selves tripped  up  by  Satan  and  led  into  some  error. 
For  he  is  "going  about  as  a  roaring  lion  seeking  whom 
he  may  devour"  and  he  is  the  most  eager  of  all  to  de- 
stroy those  who  are  living  consecrated  lives. 

"We  Walk  and  We  Talk  With  the  King" 

To  one  living  the  God  planned  life  God  is  a  most 
intimate  friend.  And  yet  He  is  the  omnipotent  God. 
He  is  deeply  and  genuinely  interested  in  us.  Since  we 
have  consecrated  our  lives  to  Him  He  is  responsible 
for  our  welfare.  In  every  time  of  need  we  immediately 
turn  to  Him.  We  call  upon  Him  expecting  to  be  heard. 
We  know  He  will  answer  our  prayer.  How  gloriously 
real  God  becomes!  His  deliverances  in  emergencies 
become  almost  common  places. 

As  we  walk  with  Him  He  leads  us  on  into  greater 
and  greater  service.  He  reveals  to  us  the  need  of 
prayer  in  the  problems  of  others  and  .our  prayer  life 
becomes  less  and  less  self-centered.  Our  faith  grows 
so  that  we  can  ask  Him  to  solve  the  problems  of  others 
as  He  has  repeatedly  solved  our  own. 

God's  chief  concern  is  for  the  salvation  of  the  lost. 
As  we  talk  to  Him  this  concern  will  become  our  con- 
cern more  and  more.  We  will  be  led  to  pray  for  the 
lost.  Our  prayer  strength  will  become  more  and  more 
invested  in  praying  for  those  definite  persons  and 
organizations  who  are  being  used  of  God  to  win  the 
lost.  We  will  find  ourselves  praying  for  definite  in- 
dividuals that  God  may  thrust  them  into  His  harvest 
field. 
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All  of  these  experiences  with  God  will  make 
Heaven  more  real  day  by  day,  and  as  those  we 
love  and  those  whom  we  have  won  are  one  by 
one  glorified  we  will  want  to  stay  here  only  so 
long  as  we  are  needed  in  the  task.  We  will  know 
our  Lord  so  well  that  the  prospect  of  being  with  Him 
in  the  glory  will  thrill  us  with  delight.  How  we  would 
welcome  His  coming! 

How  great  must  be  the  reward  in  glory  of  those 
who  live  God  planned  lives!  Their  lives  having  been 
lived  in  His  will,  upon  them  will  He  bestow  His  best. 
Eternity  alone  will  reveal  the  bliss  of  those  who  live 
the  God  planned  life. 
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Book  3 — From  the  Flood  to  Jacob  and  Esau. 
Book  4 — From  the  Call  of  James  and  John  to  Jesus 

and  the  Sabbath. 
Book  5 — From  Jacob  and  Esau  to  Israel  fighting 

with  Amalek. 

Series  Two — A  study  of  the  Bible  by  subjects,  doc- 
trinal and  biographical.    The  lessons  are  in  groups 
of  two,  one  illustrating  the  other.    For  Intermediate, 
High  School  and  Adult  Classes. 
Books  1,  2,  3  and  4  in  print.    Others  to  follow. 

Price  5  cents  each. 

Series  Three — A  thorough  doctrinal  study  for  College, 
Adult  and  Teacher  Training  Classes.  Twenty-four 
lessons  in  each  book.  Price  25  cents  each. 

COURSES  OF  STUDY  IN  SERIES  THREE 
Book  One  ....  The  Doctrine  of  God 
Book  Two  .  .  The  Doctrine  of  Redemption 
Book  Three  .  .  The  Doctrine  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
Book  Four  Lay-Evangelism  and  the  Doctrine  of  Prayer 
Book  Five  Moral  and  Ethical  Teachings  of  the  Bible 
Book  Six  .  .  .  Bible  Symbols  and  Parables 
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